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Streets Are Crowded Day and Night
and the Atmésphere Seems One of
Hysterical Gayety;Individual Busi-
ness Restored and Communism as
a System Has Vanished

By FRANCIS
Epecial Correspondence to Tus New Youx
Homawy.
Copyright, by Tz New Youx Hemato.
Moscow, Oct. 1.
OSCOW  has changed wvery
much since April, 1820, 1

M
- left it In the red dawn of a

Jmtormy day. I return in the mild,
Zolden evening. It was then spring,
but Moscow was shuddering in what
seemed to me the dying convulsions of
fllness and premature old age. It is!
Mow autumn, but Moscow is throbbing
with what the Holsheviks declare to
be the dpirit of young life, though the
Aantl-Bolsheviks assure me that is only
A fever which will lewve the patient
 Weaker than r was befors,

Let me dwell for a moment on what
Moscow was lke in 1820, Its deserted
wtreets were choked with half melted
#now mixed with mud. The whole

ar system had broken down.
¥e for a few fMful Hghts here and
JAhere the city was plunged in dark-
ﬁ- at night. Traveling by rall was
free, but one could not get a traln to
travel in. The Government had un-
(»nn“k; to feed jts citizens, but in
the wns few of them could get
enmmh to ent, and T used at first to
€0 without any food at all till late in
the evening, when a charitably dis- |
posed person sometimes let me have
his leavings., Houses were public
piroperty, but 1 had to live for a while
111 & deserted railway carrisge. Hotels
belonged to the people, but 1 could not
£4t a room in any of them. Finally,
“when I got into the Savoy, 1 found |
"that only » few rooms in that hostelry |
ware available and those rooms wers
very dirty. There were not more than |
‘Balf a dosen cabbles plying for hire. |
"Bt their horses were hardly fit to |
wiilk, and the cabbles were so decreplt
that they were hardly fit to drive,
was supposed to be no private
“trading, but an illegnl business was
dene in one of the markets. The Gov-
“erament was supposed to supply the |
“poople with firewood, but it didn't, and
mmost of the public lived in a hall
“frosen condition.
' Letters could be posted free, but |
they were never deliversd, and prob- |
@by never collected. In short, the |
whole system of government was |
bised on the false nasumption that at |
our present stage of human evolution |
Srivate initiative can be dispensed
‘With and every kind of business left
¥ a dictatorial and omnipotent Gov-
ernment,

Streets Are Now Filled

.. With Furious Rush of Traffic
. The streets are now swarming not
only with pedestrians, but also with
swift motor cars, lumbering drays
taden_with grain, horse carriages full
of passengers, heavy lorries carrying
&l kind goods and nolsy motor bl-
cy¥cles, So great and furious is the
‘“traffic in some streets that It Is dan-
Berous to cross them. I myself was
nearly slain by u motor bike yester-
day in Theater Square. The air is
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of forelgners, has grown up tnr the
first time in Russia, and Is to be found
|nnt only among the Bolsheviks but
the p nis, who bellave

that France and England indoced the
Czar to sacrifice millions of them in
an imperialistic war with which Rus-
sla had no concern, and even among
the old bourgeoisie, nobility and mil-
tury men, who blame the Western
IF‘cnm-ra for not intervening strongly
gh. P ts who hoarded
Romanov paper money are not
| pleased, it is true, to find that It is
now worthless; but those who hoarded
|m}d are fairly well satisfled; and,
in any case, the great mass of the
peasants hoarded nothing and are
| now starting, without a bandl-
cap, on the mnew money, which
| they receive at present from private
| graln morchants, green grocers, bakera

and speculators in exchangs for their |

crops. Consequently the peasants are

|on the whale behind the Soviet Gov-|

| ernment; 50 an ex-landowner admitted
| sorrowfully to me to-day.

One of the most striking sights in
Ithu streets of Moscow to-day is the
| enormous number of people who are
'nr-i:lng things at booths, or out of
| baskets on the curbstone, or out of
Ihr-‘r--\ or hats. Hawking was forbid-
| den in Russin two years ago; but that
repression has only made the disease
break out with a wvirnlence that re-
minds one of an Orlental bazaar, Along
the ratlings of the churches are ranged
women who sell clgarettes, matches,
needles, thimblex and every sort of
small hardware., Studonts and grown
men are frequently to be seen at the
| street corners selling flowera, Station-
ary hawkers specialize in hammers,
nallz, pincers, pocket knives and all
kinds of cutlery. Itinerant hawkers
carry apples, hoot laces, bread, eggs
and onlons; while at tempornry stalls
you can buy grapes, chocolate, ice
cream, cakes and every kind of fruit
and vegetable that can be had at !’.h!s
| season.

There are many temporary book-
shopn where one cun sometimes find
| among a dreary litter of old almanacs
nnd school books odd volumes from the
libraries of vanished noblemen. Many
shoamakers ply thelr trade on the
pavement, and 1 saw yesterday a
plump and gaudily dressed young lady
being shod in the street, like a horse—
the shoemaker holding her foot be-
tween his kneea while he hammered
a piece of Indla rubber on to her small
hesl. In the markets the variety of
the objects sold is so great that I can-
not give a Ust of them. There is &
brisk business done in furniture, cloth-
ing, cameras and fleld glasses.

The result, then, of the ambitious
policy which was to create one colossal
business concern of Russia—namely.
the Russian Government I|tself—has
been the creation of the largest num-
ber of small hawkers that ever
blocked the streets of a city. The
small shopkeeper—a respectable and
Jeserving member of all civilized com-

Tull of the rush of petrol driven ve-
hicles and of their perpetual hootin::
and whistling.

Two years ago the blg shops in the|
Kuznetsky, the Tverskaya and
Petrovka presented an extraordinary |
uppearance. They were full of goods,
but were closed and guarded by sol-
diers till those goods could be handed |
over to various Government depart-|
ments. The medical supplies would go |
to the Communist Department of Pub-
lie Health, the books would go to the
People's Commissariat of Publie In-
struction, and so0 on. It wus an as-
tonishing and unparalleled sight. The
ground had been cleared, metaphori-
cally speaking, for the foundations of

& huge Soclalist edifice such as the
world had never before seen, and in
that edifice there was to be no privite
jroperty at all—books, clothes, medi-
<¢ine, machinery, food and everything
else was to belong to the State,

But that metaphorical edifice has
not been pbullt. After a while those
goods were obtainable by ticket. Then
a notice In the windows
_#tating that they could be had with-
out tickets, and that led to the devel-

" opments which we see in the streets
of Moscow to-day. Let me describe
briefly what those developments are,

All the shops are now open and full
of goods and customers. You can

“fow buy pretty well everything you
like In Moscow from wine to clothing
and underclothing, from honses e

" emwmeras and binoculars, from theater

“tickets and rallway tickets to socks

=~ and horses. Most of the things you
ean buy are nasty, but certainly not
cheap, and it s a source of constant
amazement to me that there are
always plenty of purchasers.

m Million Rubles,
Minimum Cab Fare

You cannot get a ride In a cab for
" Yeen than 3,000,000 rubles (2 shillings),
‘and, though this is not. an excessive
to one just ¢ g from Lond
. suraly be too much for the
who had amassed a fortune
rubies (£5.000) In the time of
Cear, and expacted to be able to
¥y for the res\ of his life
Sstmest. A theater ticket costs

E

rull. A bottle of very
severnl milllon rubles,
Jou see lots of people drinking
., Twenty bad clgarettes cost half
rubles, yot you mee avery-

-.nlwm
beer costs

%

- g6 a0 many people manage to
. ‘set ®0 much money? The only ex-
; is that tho city must be full
Russians

who are pald according to

new standard of currency or who
thelr fortune under the

munities—wnas crushed, but now he

| iz allowed to open shop again, with

c.mwda of unlicensed peddiers outside
window, and the Government's
tulerntlon of these peddiers Is prob-
| ably due to !ts dislike for the small
shopkeeper.
Shops Bnast of Selling
Trust Manufactured Goods

Blg business seems, however, to
have a curlous fascinatjon for it. In
a4 draper’s shop on the Tverskaya 1
saw yesterday & notice boasting that
the firm represented “89 Trusts and
153 Factories,” but the rolis of cloth
in the window were very inferior stuff,
This draper was a Government ser-
vant, and the trusts and factories
were Government institutions, which
are run at a loas to the State, though
it is not the common people who bene-
fit, for the clo¥h s dearer than English
cloth is in England This rulnous sys-
tem of Governmental capitalism can-
not continuo indefinitely, and when it
disappears along with the street
hawker stage we may find Russia
dominated by a ring of the most co-
lossal private capitalists that the
world has yet seen. The Bolsheviks
ndmit that this danger exists, but
they think that they can awoid it. I
don't think they can.

Moscow is not only busy, it is even
gay. The streets are crowded all night
with people listening to open alr con-
certs given by Winerant musiclana,
The parks are also crowded till morn-
ing with people of both sexes listening
to bad music and drinking inferior
beer; this is a revival of the old cus-
tom of crowding inte the “sadl” (gar-
dens) during the “white nights" to
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W IS LIVELY, BUSTLING, RAGGED,
~WITH TRADING AT FANTASTIC PRICES

f

STREET MARKETS HAVE REPLACED SMALL SHOPS.

)

watch theatrical entertainments, en-
Joy excellent orchestras and’ drink
champagne with a 2 A. M. supper. It
is, however, 4 rustom whjch did not
exist in 1920.

In some coteries there is heavy
drinking and high gambling, which re-
minds one of Berlin; in fact, the Mos-
cow Soviet has permitted the estab-
'ishment here of a large gambling re-
sort called the hermitage. It 8 run
on Monte Carlo lines, and the number
of rubles which are lost in it nightly
far surpasses my humble arithmetical
powers, which do not go beyond mil-
Uards. There is also, however, especi-
ally among the poorer classes, a good
deal of innocent exercise and amuse-
ment.

On a hot day the Moscow River is
one of the greatest sights In the world
on account of the vast number of men,
women and children who bathe and
wash there In a state of complete
nudity. All Moscow seems, in short
to stretch its imbs, to breathe a sigh
of relief, and even to laugh. It re-
minds me of a person who, having
escaped some tertible danger, has a
reaction of hysterical gayety. Within
4 hundred yards of where T am writing
this there is a tennis match going on
hetween a Moscow and a

‘b .both composed of doctors and
other professions’ men smployed by

Soviet Government, the wives and
~rownup children of those profesatonal
men, some Bolsheviks, and a sprink-
Hng of foreign diplomatists,

Moscow ls even golug so far as to
repalr {tself; 1 have soen workmen
laying down blocks of wond in the
street, and T have seen a number of
houses being made habitable. There
stll remalns, however, many houses,
even In out of the way parts of the
town, which have for some reason or
other been raked with bullets, This
damage was not always done, however
by the Bolsheviks. The German Con-
sulate, near where I write, and all the
houses and business establishments of
Germans in Moscow and Petrograd
wers sacked by soldlers and Hoollgans
on tha outbreak of war in 1914, and
few of them have since been repgired.

The mixture of costumes in the
streets Is very -much ke what It was
ten years ago, only that the brilllant
uniforms and the costly equipages are
now absent, Well disciplined com-
panies of well dressed soldlers still go
singing through the street, but the
gongs are different: and thers s o
red star on the soldlers’ caps Instead
of a double headed eagle. There iz an
extraordinary number of beggars and
mutllated persons in the streets. One
beggar whom 1 saw moaning and
praying on the pavement yesterday
had a half milllon rouble nots lying
carelessly in his extended hat; mome
charitable person's gift, I suppose, but
the beggar d;ld not apparently think
much. of it

The rden one sess in the streets wenr
as a ruls top Boots and clothes which
do not seem to have been brushed
since 1917, and some of thess men
look as if they had had thelr last hair-
ut about the same time, Many youths
and men swagger about In the wids
#allor-like trousers affected by young

Russian men of the larrikin and coster
¥

SEVEN MILLION RUBLES
FOR A BOTTLE OF WINE

-

ing the case,

One dollar American......oouee

One hundred German marks

HE most realistie plcturs of sconomic conditions in Russla to-

I day Is that afforded by a table of eurrent prices. The follow-
ing ate the prices of common commodities:

One pound white bread......essecessssescssesees 700,000 rables
One pound Hlack Bread....ceseeeessscseessssssc.s 180,000 rubles
One pound pork....... cesssnsnmanesissssonesss s 1,500,000 rubles
One pound beef....... cessssdttdssnnisarisacnssss H00,000 Publies
One pound smoked flsH....c.cvrsnssssrasssnscssss 500,000 rubles
One pound fresh butter.....ec.ceevssssnssvsssaess 600,000 rubles
One pound rico. .......ccovssspsssmmsanns esvevsns 760,000 rubles
One pound SUEAT........ esbssssssisessunssesess« 1,500,000 rubles
Ona pound Potatoes......... sesnnasne ssssssssasss 100,000 rubles
Omneo bottle white Wine.....coesessssscssescsssssa 1,000,000 rubles
Cheapest street car ride....... ssssssessssansssas S00,000 rubles
Usnal price for a nowspaper...... PO S S YA 100,000 rubles

It might be thought that after all these-prices represent a small
amount in American, British or Freanch currency, That ls far from be-
Exchange rates are arbitrarily fixed by the Boviet, and
they bear no sort of relation to actual Buropean exchange values,
The present officlal rates are as follows:

One pound sterling. ....... ssnie
One French [Franc......oe0aeuee

Very little business, however, s dona at the official rates.

Moscow, Oct. 1.

240 rublea
......... revensisss. 1,080 rubleg
21 rubles
88 rubles

...... sassssbsbpinncse

BUYING A PAIR of AMERICAN BOOTS,
!

type. Many people of both sexes wear
sandals, but children and sometimes
big b:rys\s.nd girls go barefooted.

Women Dress Neatly,
Bat in Plain Materials

As for the femlnine costumes, on
which T do not profess to bhe an au-
thority, they are generally very neat
and clean, especially In the oase of
young women, but always cheap and
simple. They scem to consist mostily
of white cotton, with a hat of the
same material, white stockings and
boots. The boots are quite often neat
and fashlonable. On the whole It is
surprising how well the Muscovites
have In the matter of dress come out |
of the difficult period of seclusion and
want svhich *may now be regarded as
over., The Bolshevik leaders aresgell
clad in ordinary life and they expect|
foreigners who wisit them to be well
clad also, but I have a suspicion that
each of them keeps handy a suit of |
damaged “proletarian” clothes for state
occasions,

I have been a good deal in Bolshe-
vik Government offices during the
week. There is a congestlon of worry
in them, not a congestion of work.
Young women clerks are now em-
ployed very largely, and they are less
ineflicient “than the male clerks whom
they have replaced; still they go at
the slow tempo whereat everything |
and everybody In Russia moves, and
which even Lenine falled to speed up.
It is the national rate of speed, and

| apfearance of having slept

there Is no more use in trylng to

make a Russian hustle llke an Amer-
fcan than there is In trying to make a
cow run like a race horse

Those Bolshevik Government offices
are a sight. Worried clerks each try-
ing to talk to six people simultaneous-
1y and at the same time try to algn in-
numerable papers which are being
piled on their deska by unwashed boys
in top boots and belted blouses. Queues
are formed before the various tables,
but old women with handkerchlefs
over thelr heads butt In out of thélr
turn and nobody reproves them. Whole
processions of  welrd objecta get In
front of you, elbowing thelr way fero-
clously.

The constantly recurring declmal In
these processions ls the long halred
student with the ends of his trousers
inside his boots, the tall of his shirt
outside his trousers and the general
in his
clothes on some dirty floor and for-
potten to brush or wash himself afiter-
ward, I wasted four preclous hours
to-day trying to get a simple signa-
ture which could be affixed In a few
seconds,

My own observations here In Mos-
cow convince me that Communism 18
dead, or rather, as Rakovsky put It to
me at Genoa, that “there are Com-
munista in Russia but no Commun-
ism.” Individual trading has been re-
stored. The bread cards have been
abolished. One must pay for every-
thing—his hotel bill, his rallway fare,
his tramcar ticket, his theater ticket,
his rent, i rates and taxes.

BETTER CHIMNEYS
BY GOVERNMENT AID

Hpecial Dispatch to Tme New Yozx Hemawn.

Weskineton, B G Oct. 31,

NCLE BAM is trying to stop
LJ chimn from smbking at the
wrong end. He would provide

a medel to make “drawing chimneys.”

An nvestigation has disclosed that
in every community thers are“good
shitmneys and bad chimneys. The good
ones draw and the bad ones do not
Ever since the first ball dozen chim-
neys were bullt there have been com-
plaints against smoking chimneys,
chimpeys that filled houses with smoke
from the fireplace Instead of carrying
it off skyward.

For generations engineers have tried
to solve the problem of the smoking
chimney, but have never met with a
full measure of sticcess. One promi-
nent Southern sngineer, who helped to
develop the milling industry iIn
the S8outh, money and time to
studying the question: “Why do some
chimneys bullt at the same time, out
of the same sort of material, and by
the ‘same people amoke and others do
not?™ He had small boys go through
hundreds of chimneys and take meas-
urements all along the way of the
rmes that did or 4id not smoke, and
thenr he drew a plan for what he
thought was an ideal chimney, but it
falled to produce the desired results,
This engineer ndmitted his defeat In a
nramphlet glving the history of him of-
forta. Now the Department of Agri-
culture will try its hand on the anclent
family worry.

Experts on the subject of chimney
construction tsll of certaln masons
who bullt chimneys that would draw
the hat off of your head If you got
near the flrepluce. One Instance Is
told in which a pine bhark hat in re-
construction days in the South wans
pulled from a man’s head and up and
out of a new chimney,

“The prime function of a chlmney,”
A. M. Danlel, nsglstant mechanicnl en-
| gineer, Diviglon of Agrieultural En-
gineering, Department of Agriculture,
auserts, “ig to produce n draft Htut'
will enuse suficlent combustion and |

ecarry off the resulting smoke; Inel-
dentally it nesists ventilation, Many

unsatisfactory heating plants and
much excessive fusl consumption are
due to improperly constructed chim-
neys, which are the rule rather than
the exception. Although many of
thess are more lnefficlent than dan-
gerous, yet reports of the National
Board of Fire Underwriters show that
a larger number of fires are canssd by
defective chimney construction than
by anything elss. The annuu! loss re-
sulting from such fAres Is greater than
the fire loss from any other cause
Poor chimney construction Is respon-
sible for smoks pollution of the alr,
waste of fuel and poor heating.”

Government experts report that “the
draft depends entirely upon the chim-
ney fi The better the flue the
mo¥fe satisfactory and efficlent will be
the operation of the entire heating
apparatus. The strength or Intenaity
of the draft is dependent mainly upon
the tightness, size and helght of the
chimney flue,”

Mr. Danlels has prepared an slab-
orate t on the wubject of
“drawing chimneys.” / He goes into the
sclentific reasons for the lack of proper
draft. He asserts that a “round flue
is tho most desirable because it offers
less reaistance to the spirally ascend-
Ing column of smoke and gases”

It has been found that “large trees
located near chimney tops may deflect
wind currents down the chimney. This
may be avolded by placing the chime
ney on the opposite side of the bulld-
ing."

“The best location for the chimney
Is near the center of the bullding, for
when so located its four walls are kept
warm; cold winds cannot chill it and
cause It to draw poorly,” Mr. Daniels
n=perts,

The department explains that the
purpose in collecting this information
ahout chimneys ls “to glve tha house-
holder and prospective bullder, and
eupecially the farmer or other rural
resident who builds or superintends
the building of his own home, a work-
ing knowledge of the principles to he
ohserved in planning and ballding
these important parts of the house,
which, If they are observed, will go a
long way to promote the comfort of
the home and In the snfety of the
property.” n§
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THE UNBEATABLE GAME
THAT MILLIONS PLAY

Try in Vain to
CopeWith Living
Costs and Work-
ing Conditions in
the Great Cities

A New Yorkers “went into the

alr” when the returns indicated

a alight decrease in the residential

population of Manhattan Island. Pro-

test was so vocal that it was heard
225 miles away In Washington. De-

By JOHN LATHROP.
CENSUS of two decades ago

mand was registered for revision of

the figures. The reply was that the
return was correct.

But not all New Yorkers joined In
that protest. Some, who for years had
foreseen that such 4 movement would
eventually take place, rejolced and
tried to show the people thai it was
not unfortunate but socially healthful,
that there be a trek to the more open
spaces by people who were
into serlously restricted ttan
areas. The effort falled,. That un-
reasoning resistance by American city
folk agalnst the slightest Intimation of
decrease of population prevented all
but a fraction of the people from
sensing the social truth.

Then the world war came, and the
situation chdnged over night. New
York was packed from cellar to gar-
ret. The Btate housing laws were
necessarily lgnored. The authorities
permitted violation of the housing
laws by hundreds of thousands. Parts
of New York architecturally had been
declared by such as Arnold W. Brun-
ner to be “a riot.” But as the thou-
sands crowded into the city in those
war times, it becams houseingwise al-
most a mob. Rents ross. Goods cost
more. All auxiliary expenses of Uving
and dolng business increased—and all
rapidly—until as one went about among
his acqualntances, or made business
visits, he heard above all other things
the Incessant discussion of these things

And it wasn't only the fellow of low
wage or salary who Indulged in this
tale of woe, One remembera that even
those men of the financial district who
appeared to have all the money in the
world joined the Third avenus and
Avenue A wallers against the living
conditions in the greater city. “The
vote was unanimous.

Newspaper Columns Throw
Light on the Difficulty

Why these thinga? The answer was
being every day printed in the New
York newspapers from a dozen angles.
I took the files of Ty New Yornk Hir-
ALp this week and rap through them.
“Nearly balf of the foreign trade of
the natlon now passes through the
port of New York district’ a headline
sald on October 18. "Sixly per cent.
of the forelgn trade of the North
Atlantic dis moves through New
York port,” so the story went on.

Then there were tales of congested
streets, which made movement of all
kinds slow, and, therefore, expensive—
an up-Stater in town complained that
he took a taxi at Grand Central to
hurry to the financlal district and it
required fifty minutes to get to Wall
Street. He missea his return train
home. *“Trucking costs up,” another
headline reported. “becauss of street
traffic congestion.”

Last summer hundreds of cars of
foodstuffs, fresh from the Southern
flelds, were dumped on the Jersey flats
because of the impossibility of getting
them over onto Manhattan Island—
and, as & resuit, food prices remained
up, the rallways lost the freight money
due for hauling, the commission men
lost the parcentage they would have
collected had they been sold here, and
—Mrs, Jones and Mrs, Smith and her
neighbors in New York carried home
from the markets less actual food than
they needed for their families because
of all of these things. -

There were a dozen other matters
involved. Ollver Walker, representing
Pacific coast lumber interests, told me
that more than half of the several
billlons of feet of lumber sold in an
area within fifty miles of City Hall
was used on Manhattan Island for
manufacturisg boxes, contalners, artl-
cles of commerce, while all the time
up the superb Fifth avenus—par ex-
cellence the most brilllant city strest
in the world—marched the army of

wiped out, so Intimated Lawsomw W,
Purdy, premier authority ofecial for
such matters, by that invasion.

Army of New Arrivals
Is Augmented Every Day

Bteadily through all of thess times
also marched into New York city the
thousands on thousands of newcomers,
knowing In advance they would find
here these crowded conditlons. No
one understood what caused that re-
markable cityward movement. It was
seen in all American coities, so that
whereas the 1900 census showed less
than balf the Ameridan people lived
in cities, the 1020 census revealed that
more than hailf by that time be-
come regidents of urban communities.
Likewise, every traveler In Europe
witnessed precisely the samo social
phenomena. London, Parls, Berlin,
Warsaw and all of the greater cities
recelved the Increasing throngs and
became soclal madhouses, viewed from
the standpoint of housing, living costs
and comfort.

Protests againgt the preasurs of conts
in sustaining families in New York
city resounded on all sides. Wages
and salaries began to fall toward pre-
war levels, and around the edges of
tamily living costs there were slgns of
wimllar decreases, But, by and large,
the Now Yorker realized that did he
not bring home to his wife and bables
about as much as he did during the
inflated war perigd he would barely
“get by" and stave off the Sheriff,

Labor rosisted the™ attempt to de-
flate from the war conditions. The
Iaborer dellvered only a fraction of the
value he formerly dld. So that every
social process cost more than It should,
and after a brief period of apparent
return to sanity New York experienced
a resumption of the Jjournsy around
“the viclous cirole”—higher labor conts

higher prices because wages were
higher, and so on ad infinitum,

Hmufact\m'm Have Bases
' Worth $100 a Square Foot

Agaln, what was the matter?

Take manufacturing. Here on Man®
hattan Island are hundreds of factories
on ground that approaches $100 a
square foot In value, when out in some
convenlent suburb better location
might be had on land valued at §2 or
$3 a square foot. Here In Manhattan
costs of bringing In raw materias for
manufacture are enormous. Out there
in some suburb the cost would be &
fraction as much. Here in Manhattan
manufacturers sometimes walt wesks
for dellvery of materials, because of,
capgestion in the port and on the rail-
ways. Out there in some suburb he
might bave dellvery with no delay.
Every year 38,000,000 tona of coal are
brought to New York port, 12,000,000
of anthracite and 8,000,000 of soft, for
actual local burning, when it might be
turned into electric current—or a
greater part of it—and conveyed into
the greater city over copper cables.
And so on through a long list of causes
of continued high costs which weigh
down the New York family living
earner.

The result? The other day we rode
through several suburban districts
scouting for material for this article.
Here and there were manufacturing
plants, formerly In New York, which
had been moved out to the open
spaces. Around them, often, one saw
neat dwelllngs, in which lived the
workers In those plants. Bpur tracks
ran from the rallway lines for quick
delivery of materials and equally
quick taking away of the finlshed
product. 2
+ In other places one saw hundreds
of houses in which live persons who
commute to the greater eity-——not pal-
aces, not magnificent country places
inhabited by milllonalres; but ade-
quate dwelling houses, infinitely bet-
ter than city flats and apartments,

Just to get,a concrete example to
Iluminate this article, to sort-af sum
up the.whole matter, we stopped In

out along the New
Haven line, and sat on a porch with
a suburbanite to ask some questions.
1 give 'the story which the head of
that family told and in which the wifs
joined occasiopally with prompting
suggestions.

Life in Three Rooms
And Bath Analyzed

+ "Up to October 1 of last year,” he
began, “we lived In a New York apart-
ment on a modest side street—three
rooms, a bath, a kitchenette and &
small outside hallway. We had ex-
actly 838 square feet of floor space,
which, with 8 foot high ceilings, gave
us 7,642 cuble feet of alr We
pald $2,200 a year, or $2.63 Plus a
square foot and 20 centa plus a cubic
foot, Electric currentifor lighta and
octasional use of electric grills cost
$5 a month, or '§60 a!year, and gas
for cooking the same. Our.'phone
cost §5.50 a month, or $866 a year, and
we were limited to 1,000 calls a year,
with & cents for each eall over that.
We tipped the janitor:$d'a week, or
$156 a year. It a&ll came to §2,642 a
year—and remember, it was for only
three rooms and a bath and a kitch-
enctte that was 8 by 6. v

“So we made the plunge. Out here
this house, with eight rooms, porchey
and a yard 76 by 200 feet, costa us
§110 a month, or §1,320 a year—eight
rooms, remember, and plenty of fresh
alr and our own yard!. We have
actually 984 square feet In the house,
220 square feet of porches and 15,000
square feet of ground, with a 14 by 14
garage.”

We looked toward the garage, !n
which stood an automobile.

“Yours?" we asked.

“You bet!" He exclalmed. “It's ours,
and a part of this story. Listen. We
pay $1,320 a year rent; coal, ton and
half a month, for eight months, $12 a
ton, $144. Lights, $6 a month—we usoe
it a plenty—$72 a year. Cooking fuel
for the range, and gas for summer
cooking, #1230 a year. My commuta-
tion, $§8 a month, $96 & year. Family
commutation tickets, $38 a year.
Phone, unlimited service, $38 a yenr.
It all comes to $1,824 a year.

“Now for some comparisons. In the
city apartment, 838 square feet, look-
ing out on a brick wall, rent and apart-
ment expenses, $2,542 In all, §3.04 a
equare foot. Out here, 984 square feet,
all house expenses and rent, §1,824, or
$1.86 a square foot, including dally
transportation to the city.

“And now for that oar. It cost
$1.200. We pald down $300 and owed
$900 on monthly payments. The aif-
ference {n house rent and costs in the
city and here left us $718, We paid it
on the ¢ar and owe fow just §183, and
will have that pald In a short while.”

Suburbanite Thinks Car
Has Saved Him Money

“Isn’t it true, wife,” turning to the
apparently happy woman, “that the
car has literally saved us money? In
the city we used to get away with
about $20 a week for theaters and the
dogen and one things that folks resort
to to satisfy thelr unrest. And it was
all balderdash. What we really wanted
was home peace and quiet, and to get
away from other people.

“Gosh! but how slck we were of
seeing s0 many other people! And
it was that very thing that forced us
to that nervous hunting for rellef from
overtense city nerves. But out here!
Say, melghbor, don't belleve it Yhen
they tell you it lsn't better. Did you
ever take the blg city to pleces and
soo what was Inside? ¥olks go to the
big ecity to get what? Nearness to
ne ra and more friends -Nearnesy
to the place of husiness. And the ad-
vantage of the wholesale principle so-
elally of one utflity for a lot of folks.

“You don't get any of those things.
Yon seldom see your friends, and you
have mighty few of them, anyway.
They're ull so blamed busy.

“Then there's the matter of my own
work at the offlce. When we lived In
tha ity T used to go down to the office|
often at night. Now I have a definite
hour to take the suburban train—the
4:06, T muke it. T work toward that
hour, and work better. I have done
pettar worlt the last yvear—vastly bet-
ter”

Thera's a way out even In the olty.
It vou went over onto Third avenue,
along down  opposite  Wanamaker's
store, you colild get cheaper rents und

bnﬂuu prices were higher, and thanT

buy foodd at fhe curbstone markets
cheaper thirh M eould tn he Mamar-

Country Near By
Offersto the Fam-
ily of Moderate

- Means Compara-
tive Cheapness

oneck shops. But over there the peo~
ple are jammed in serlously congested
living quartets and the streets .are
dirty. Those Third avenue dwellers
don't get very high grade street clean-
ing—not =0 efficient as they deserve.
Besides the tendency toward clannish
colonles !s apparent in all of the
cheaper parts of the eity,

The fact {s the avernge New Yorker
who does not be to one of those
colonies wouldn't éxtract from life in
those districts much satisfaction. He
would be an allen human quantity,
The people would “treat him nicely
enough. But he wouldn't “belong."

Must Try to Beat
. The Unbeatable Game

Bo the average New Yorker must
seek hls living quarters elsewhere and
try to “beat the game"—the unbent-
able gpme.

It we sée deeper, then, than the su-
perficial slgns of the late war and
immediately post-war citywnrd move-
ment, If wa percelve the basio trands
Wo must see that the tremendous pres-
sure of life in the greater gty 1& forc-
mxmpbwtwudmunopmspm
If no facts such as have been here
cited in' proof had been available it
might have been proven by mere loglc
that such a result was {nevitable.

It is in recognition of such: truths
that the Port of New York Authority
Commission—which may the social
gods keep from Involvement in politics
In these campaign days!—is laying the
foundations fqr the organizing of this
countryward movement, The plan
comprehends  developing the smuller
centers of residefitial and business and
commercial activity. The technlelan
phrases it as “decentralization from
ultra-congested urbes centers” In
just plain United States.it means res '
Heving the New Yofk family from the
struggle (o live within one's menne.
It means the removal of ten thousand
business activities to the open spaces,
where cheaper land, cheaper frelghts,
cheaper everything may be had.

It memans more, too, than some New
Yorkera going out to live in the sub-
urbs or the country and coming In
every day to work in the city. For
that, if carried to an extreme, will pila
Pellon on Ossa with problems of tran-
git of passengers rendered absolutely
insoluble.

It means that New Yorkers must
awake to the truth that there are
within the limits of the greater city
thou of factories and businesscs
which would do better in every way
were they to sgek some outside loca-
tion and take with them thelr .em-
ployees to live in the opener epaces,
This result will not be realized stmply
by passing-« resolution thnt such and
such businessea shall move with their
employees outside of the greater city.
Some of the employees won't go. Boma
£0, only to return to the city bocause
out there they don't have some of the
eity things to which, In thelr unnat-
ural urbanwise social development,
they have become addicted. |

The change must be gradual, It Is
going on gradually, The movement
has begun. Wheny Georges Washing.
ton was here it was “the thing” so-
cially to be a country gentleman.
Later it became “tha thing” to be a
¢ify gentleman, and the “country rube"
was the butt of city ridicule. Now-
adays it begins to be the ambition of
city folk to be able to say “My coun-
try place.” It's socially acceptable,

Deafening Dl‘n‘o!_ City
Driving Many to Country

Bo the existent -trend countryward
from the greater city has begun. The
signs of it are on every hand. The
noises In the city which drive many
almost to dlstraction are qulekening
the countryward movement, An actual
instance came to my notice this week.
A citizen called at the police station in
the Washington S8quare district. Com-
plaint was registered of insufferable
but preventable noises, The sergeant
at the desk took down the record and
said:

“I will ask the patrolman to keep an
eye on that lveality and try to lesse
the nolses. But I warn you that It.ia
Impossible to stop the nolses entirely.

Tt 18 a condition Inseparable from liv-

ing here in_fhe city”

Another actual instance came to my
notlce this week. A «itlzen put house-
hold goods, filling 100 cublc feet, In a
New York city storage warehouse, at
$6 a month. Left there three months
the bill for storage, “labor in and labor
out,” fifty minutes of packing of break-
ables Ly one of the storage warehouse

en, tfucking six blocks to and then

. the warehouse to a new apart-
ment, came, with tips, exactly to $47!
It was almost 10 per cent. of the pres-
ent value of the goods for a month's

1

And it Is redognition of thess New
Tork ety truths, this pressure on fam-
ity lite, these nervous, efclency ree
dueclng conditions, and these promis-
ingly better llving conditions in the
opener spaces, that the movement has
already begun outward from congested
New York elty,

The New York Association of Heal
Eatate Operators estimates that in the
last year upward of a quarter of a
milllon persons have moved from New
York to tho suburbs and the country,
It is true that perhapa othera have
come to take thelr places. But they
in time will yleld to the pressure and
many of them will join the outward
trek.

New York ety 1s too blg. Too many
persons are trylng to live on the same
sclence and

aren. Human knowledg
inventive gealus cannot Mevise mehns
adequnte to the situation. It Is sim-

ply impoasible to Keep hers so many
porsons and so many businesses and
relieve the disheartening pressure on
fumily life now endured by every one
lere, It compels every one to bid
paninet his nelghbor for room, goods
and services, The result—by the Me-
Man and Persian law of business and
commeres—costs mount an alrplaneg
Fand iy Into the sky.



